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comprehensive list of reading objectives those which were relevant
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Department of Education specialists made a final selection of highest
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This overlap permits the determination of progress and retention for
age seven to age nine. There are 66 objectives listed for age seven
and 168 for age nine. (Author /WR)



FILMED FROM BEST AVAILABLE COPY
.ft.:. ,A-tetai 1"..V.M1

?, 014., it/ .11'
f l . . -44

:,;( i4,5', V. ' .3 US. DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH.
..

te,11kr,
EDUCATION & WELFARE -

111 5. /
THIS DOCUMENT HAS BEEN REPRO

OFFICE OF EDUCATION

5.
: DUCE° EXACTLY AS RECEIVED FROM .

THE PERSON OR ORGANIZATION ORIG
I INATING IT POINTS OF VIEW OR OPIN "

IONS STATED 00 NOT NECESSARILY
4. %. 1\ REPRESENT OFFICIAL OFFICE OF EOU

CATION POSITION OR POLICY tie.:

'1

..

*.". .- '
.' .

- 1 .

I .-.:--:
.

f..- ,..- .. '

0 ., -, ..

.

iY
C:1
1.1.4. ' . ,:

,

:.

,...4

. 4

I Y
r .

)

.
.
.T

..1
C

-
.

. . e.

e `

1971 - 1972

HIGH PRIORITY OBJECTIVES FOR

READING IN FLORIDA

AGES 7 AND 9

DIVISION! OF ELEMENTARY & SECONDARY EDUCATION
SHELLEY S. BOONE DIRECTOR

PLOVO T. CHRISTIAN COMMISSIONER

. -4.3

.



FLOYD T. CHRISTIAN
COMMISSIONER

STATE OF FLORIDA
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

TALLAHASSEE 22304

MEMORANDUM

TO : All School Board Members, Superintendents, Instructional
Personnel, Parents, and Pupils

FROM : State Commissi of Edugejj on, Floyd T. Christian
4 ,

.0r.

SUBJECT: High Priority 0 ectives For Reading In Florida (Ages 7 and 9)

We have made significant progress in our plans to assess Florida's public
schools. General educational goals and measurable educational objectives
for reading which specify desired outcomes for students and staff have
been adopted by the State Board of Education and are being presented to
the public. Educational objectives for writing, mathematics and other
subjects are being prepared for use in the next two years in accordance
with the Educational Accountability Act of 1971.

Educational objectives for reading, the first and most basic of subjects,
are presented in the following pages. Clarification of these and other
objectives is necessary to help promote confidence and understanding of
public education.

I am pleased to present them to you.

A.



INTRODUCTION

State Board of Education adoption of comprehensive educational objectives
for Florida by the 1973-74 school year is required by Section 229.053(2)(a),
Florida Statutes,and Chapter 71-197, Laws of Florida. Objectives must be con-
sistent with the general Goals of Education in Florida which were adopted by
the State Board of Education on April 6, 1971, and should specify desired out-
comes for students which can be measured. These educational objectives are
consistent with accreditation standards, and will be used as the basis for
assessing the skills, knowledge and progress of students and the quality of the
public school system.

Objectives for reading are to be established during the 1971-72 school
year, for mathematics and writing during the 1972-73 school year, and for
other subjects in 1973-74.

RATIONALE

The Department of Education singled out reading for the first element
of the statewide assessment of the public school system because:

I. Communication skills in general, and reading in particular, are
the basis for learning new knowledge and progressing in all areas;
and

2. A major purpose of the public school system is to assist all students
to acquire a working knowledge of reading, writing, speaking and
arithmetic during the elementary school years.

PROCEDURE

Florida's sixty-seven school superintendents nominated 112 reading
specialists and 236 classroom teachers to select from a comprehensive list
of reading objectives* those which were relevant for learners in Florida,
appropriate for mastery by students 7 years of age and 9 years of age, and
which were logically consistent with adopted goals. Department of Education
specialists made a final selection of "highest priority" reading objectives
from those selected by classroom teachers and reading specialists.

*The comprehensive list of reading objectives was originally prepared by
the Center for the Study of Evaluation.
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The objectives are dvicled into four groups:

1. Group 1. Skills PPereouisi-iefo R.:adinu. A7.i :et-nth:mei shall acquire
language shills baeic to learning to read, iucludire, to
listen. They shall acquire :hill s Nhieh most stu-lelas sually have
not developed previous to entecin school, .iacJud3:1,-; dircriminn-
tion of letters and word form; nuditAxy disclimineicrt letters and
word forms; aeditory discrimination of speech seupde witnin Fords;
annociation of print e' letters with the sounds they reprenent; an': the
Wending of a number of letter sounds to arrive at the nremnnciation
of words in one's oral usage vocabulary.

2. Group 2. SkiUs in the Mechanios ofReadino. All studenvs eLall
develop meehn10.cai and comprehension skin:: :Azialtaneouz.ey. Instruc-
tion must begin with the moat simple skills e,.d end vat: the most
complex. StudEnt,1 shall develop aa increasing eight vocabulary and
learn to Identify unfamitiar word, throne!1 pleaeics aged nee of context
clues so that they may read with undersLaading.

3. Group 1. Skills to Aid in ReacEELCommh6rwion. All students shall
acquice an extensive and accurate vocabulary and lei :; r: connotative and
denotative meanings of the words, structural analysie, synonyms and
heteronyms. They shall develop the ability to recall details, find
answers to specific questions, and uaderstend ?tail ideas and sequences
of events from selected readinge. They shall learn to interpret what
they read by recognizing cause and effect and by raking inferences.
They shall also learn to punctuate and capitalize.

4. Croup 4. Ut:lifiotion of Re:ding Skills. All students shall learn
to read for purposes of obtaining information and for pleasure and
shall develop different rates of reading for Oifferent materials.
They shall develop the ability to locate needed reading material,
which requires the knowledge of alphabetical order, use of index,
table of contents, dictionary, encyclopedia, library card files and
skimming. They shall learn to organize what they read by summarizing
and outlining.

HIGHEST PRIORITY OBJECTIVES FOR READING

The minimum objectives for Reading are listed below, in the appropriate
group, by age level. For ease in communicating, the objectives are listed
in a general order of difficulty within each group; that is, the easier
objectives are listed first, while the more difficult objectives are at the
bottom of the list in each group. There is an overlap between the lists for
pupils 7 years of age and 9 years of age. This overlap permits the deter-
mination of progress and retention from age 7 to age 9.
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Reading Objectives for Age 7

Group 1. Skills Prerequisite to Read,",z9

1. Given an oral direction, the learner will 2ollow it.
2. Given the name of a body pars., the learner will locate it on himself,

another person, a doll, er a picture.
3. Given a set of items or pictures, the learner will identify those that

are identical.
4. The learner will match items to illustrations of them.
5. Given a word or phrase orally, the learner will select from among

several pictures the one that represents the word or phrase.
6. The learner will identify numer .s.
7. Shown part of an item, or a picLure of part of an item, the learner

will identify the item.
8. After hearing descriptive words, phrases, or sentences, the learner

will select from a series of pictures the event or object that was
described.

9. Given two simple sentences which are identical except for one word,
the learner will identify the different word.

10. The learner will identi:fy pairs of ,cords that rhyme and pairs of
words that do not rhyme.

11. The learner will identify figuies chat are identical, though one is
rotated.

12. The learner will identify right and lea body parts.
13. Given orally the function of a familiar object, ;.he learner will

identify that object.
14. After listening to a selection, the learner will name its main

characters.
15. Given a set of upper- or lower-case letters, the learner will identify

the letters that are named.
16. Given an upper- or lower-case letter, the learner will identify its

corresponding lower- or upper- -case form.
17. After listening to a story, the learner will identify the main

events in the proper order.
18. The learner will identify words, pictures, or objects representing

similar concepts.
19. After listening to a selection, the !earner will identify its main

ideas.
20. The learner will identify words written in manuscript that begin

with a designated letter.
21. The learner will identify pairs of words beginning with the same

consonant sound and those beginning with different consonant sounds.
22. After hearing a story, poem or passage in which an emotion is

depicted, the learner will describe the 'emotion.
23. The learner will identify from among several items those that belong

to a given class or set.
24. The learner will identify from among several items those that do not

belong to a given class or set.
25. The learner will identify words, pictures, or objects representing

opposite concepts.



26. The learner will identify from given words or pictures those having
the same beginning consonant sound.

27. Given words or pictures of objects, all but one ending with the same
consonant sound, the learner will identify the one having a different
final sound.

28. The learner will identify pairs of words ending with the same conso-
nant sound and those ending with different consonant sounds.

29. Given a rhyming couplet with an incomplete last line and a group of
words or pictures of objects, the learner will select the words
which best complete the rhyme.

30. The learner will identify pairs of words containing the same medial
consonant sound and those containing different medial consonant
sounds.

31. The learner will identity from given words or pictures of objects
those having the same mclial consonant i:ound.

32. The learner will classifi several itens into groups according to his
own or a given rationale.

33. The learner will identify from a set of words these containing a
given consonant sound in a specified position.

34. The learner will differentiate between phrases and complete sentences.

Group 2. Skills in the Mechanics of I?eading

1. The learner will identify vowels in the alphabet or in words.
2. The learner will identify consonants in the alphabet or in words.
3. Given known words or phrases, the learner will locate them in a

given reading selection.
4. Given a written consonant and several pictures of objects, the

learner will identify the object whose name begins with the given
consonant.

5. The learner will identify from a set of written words those beginning
with the same single consonant sound as a given word.

6. Given a new written word that is in his listening and speaking vocabu-
lary the learner will identify an illustration or object related to
that word.

7. Given a written consonant and several pictures of objects, the learner
will identify the object whose name ends with the given consonant.

8. The learner will identify from a set of written words those ending
with the same single consonant sound as a given word.

9. The learner will identify the simple words making up a compound word.
10. Given illustrations and sets of descriptive written words, phrases or

sentences, the learner will select the word, phrase, or sentence which
best describes each illustration.

11. The learner will identify from a set of written words those containing
the same single medial consonant sound as a given word.

12. Given a word orally, or a picture of an object, the learner will iden-
tify its medial single consonant.

13. Given a written consonant and several pictures of objects, the learner
will. Identify the object whose name contains the given consonant in
the medial position.



14. Given an oral word and a wr:::Ja vonsoltant
digraph) from that word, the wil) iiicutity whether t:Ae corwo-
nant is in the initial, 0- fi,i nns;-,011.

15. Given words with similar denototinu, the le tie. will iAenti;v the
differences in connotation or nnP.11(:0,

16. The learner will choose from a iis. of ,Jo-ds with s4milar me,rains
but with different connotations or nuances the corcect .ord :o com-
plete a given sentence.

Group 3. Skills to Aid in Reading.':;o9)raltrnrn.on

1. The learner will identify the beginv.ins oz each fc.n anaa in :aiven
passage.

2. The learner ..ill identity tin- endinf? of each sertnree a filv,In
passage.

3. After reading a nelectton, t.h. lea-tiler will answ2r rpcj. q!tcLo-Jo7=s
or find detailed informati'in.

4. Given class members, ::he leArcr will identAf.y
the same class.

5. The learner will. Identify 1:e3ated words ot stare:1101.1%z.
6. Given a fantasy, fEe learner will identify events that cenlq net

happen in rerl life,
7. Given a passage in which an CMOtA.G11. 18 convnyed, the Earner

identify the emotion d2scribed in the passage.
8. Given class members (words or statements), the leaner will identify

class concepts.
9. Given class concepts the learner will ideatify mcmbers belonging to

each class.
10. The learner will arrange a sebled set of words o sentences in

logical order.
11. Given an incomplete sentence, the l.earne J.i cc.Ap1,2t4-1 it by 5den-

tifying a word or phrase suitable to the P.onte:ft of the selteArte.
12. Given class members, the learner will identify cla:,ses to which they

belong.
13. The learner will classify data according to an inentifiable rationale

or system.
14. The learner will answer questions about r, given hypsthetical Pitna-

tion which require him to infer infoxmation not 1:terally or directly
stated in the situation as given.

Group 4. Utilization of Reading Skills

1. The learner will arrange given words in alphabetical order.
2. The learner will correctly follow written instructions for tasks,
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Reading Objectives for Age 9

Group 1. Skills Prerequisite to Reading

1. Given an oral direction, the learner will follow it.
2. Given the name of a body part, the learner will locate it on himself,

another person, a doll, or a picture.
3. Given a set of items or pictures, the learner will identify those that

are identical.
4. The learner will match items to illustrations of them.
5. Given a word or phrase orally, the learner will select from among

several pictures the one that represents the word or phrase.
6. After hearing descriptive words, phrases, or sentences, the learner

will select from a series of pictures the event or object that was
described.

7. Given the name of a part of the body, the learner will identify its
function.

8. The learner will identify right and left body parts.
9. Given complete and incomplete items or pictures, the learner will

supply the missing part to make the items or pictures identical.
10. After listening to a selection, the learner will name its main

characters.
11. After listening to a story, the learner will identify the main events

in the proper order.
12. After listening to a selection, the learner will identify its main

ideas.

13. Given orally the
tify that object

14. Given two simple
the learner will

15. The learner will
rotated.

16. Given a set of upper- or lower-case letters, the learner will identify
the letters that are named.

17. Given an upper- or lower-case letter, the learner will identify its
corresponding lower- or upper-case form.

18. The learner will identify words written in manuscript that begin with
a designated letter.

19. The learner will identify the direction or position of a specified
object.

20. The learner will identify from given words or pictures those having
the same beginning consonant sound.

21. The learner will identify pairs of words beginning with the same conso-
nant sound and those beginning with different consonant sounds.

22. The learner will identify pairs of words ending with the same conso-
nant sound and those ending with different consonant sounds.

23. The learner will identify pairs of words that rhyme and pairs of words
that do not rhyme.

24. Given a set of words, the learner will identify those that rhyme.
25. The learner will identify the letters that immediately follow and

precede a given letter in the alphabet.

function of a familiar object, the learner will iden-
.

sentences which are identical except for one word,
identify the different word.
identify figures that are identical, though one is



26. Given a lower- or upper-case letter in cursive, the learner will iden-
tify its corresponding upper- or lower-case form.

27. Given a sat of upper- or lower-case letters in cursive, the learner
will identify the letter that is named.

28. The learner will identify the cursive form of a given manuscript
letter or manuscript form of a given cursive letter.

29. The learner will identify words written in cursive that begin with a
designated letter.

30. The learner will identify from among several items those that belong
to a given class or set.

31. The learner will identify from among several items those that do notbelong to a given class or set.
32. The learner will identify words, pictures, or objects representing

similar concepts.
33. The learner will identify words, pictures, or objects representing

opposite concepts.
34. The learner will classify several items into groups accGrding to hisown or a given rationale.
35. The learner will identify pairs of words containing the same medial

consonant sound and those containing different medial consonant
sounds.

36. Given words or pictures of objects, all but one ending with the same
consonant sound, the learner will identify the one having a different
final sound.

37. The learner will identify from given words or pictures of objects
those having the same medial consonant sound.

38. The learner will identify from a set of words those containing a
given consonant sound in a specified position.

39. The learner will identify, from given words or pictures of objects,
those having the same vowel sound.

40. Given words or pictures of objects, all but one containing the same
vowel sound, the learner will identify the one having a different
vowel sound.

41. Given a word orally, the learner will specify the number of syllables
it contains.

42. After hearing a story, poem or passage in which an emotion is depicted,
the learner will describe the emotion.

43. Shown part of an item, or a picture of part of an item, the learner
will identify the item.

44. Given a rhyming couplet with an incomplete last line and a group of
words or pictures of objects, the learner will select the words which
best complete the rhyme.

45. Given a selection without an ending, the learner will identify an
appropriate ending.

46. The learner will differentiate between phrases and complete sentences.47. Given two simple sentences, the learner will make a compound sen-
tence by adding a coordinator.

48. The learner will change a sentence by substituting two or more of its
words with two or more other words of the same grammatical function.

49. The learner will substitute one word for another of the same syntac-
tical function in a given simple sentence.

50. The learner will complete or construct sentences using a given verb
form.
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51. The learner will construct complete sentences using past, present,
and future forms.

Group 2. Skills in the Mechanics of Reading

1. The learner will identify consonants in the alphabet or in words.
2. The learner will identify vowels in the alphabet or in words.
3. Given a new written word that is in his listening and speaking vocabu-

lary the learner will identify an illustration or object related to
that word.

4. Given a written consonant and several pictures of objects, the learner
will identify the object whose name begins with the given consonant.

5. The learner will identify from a set of written words those beginning
with the same single consonant sound as a given word.

6. Given a written consonant and several pictures of objects, the learner
will identify the object whose name ends with the given consonant.

7. The learner will identify from a set of written words those ending
with the same single consonant sound as a given word.

8. Given a word orally, or a picture of an object, the learner will iden-
tify its medial single consonant.

9. The learner will identify from a set of written words those containing
the same single medial consonant sound as a given word.

10. Given a written consonant and several pictures of objects, the learner
will identify the object whose name contains the given consonant in
the medial position.

11. Given a word orally with a beginning consonant blend, the learner will
identify from a list of written words those with the same beginning
consonant blend as the given word.

12. Given an oral word containing a short vowel sound, the learner will
identify from a list of written words those containing the same short
vowel sound as the given word.

13. Given an oral word containing a long vowel sound, the learner will
identify from among given written words those containing the same
long vowel sound as the given word.

14. From a list of written words, the learner will identify those that
have the same short vowel sound.

15. The learner will identify from given uritten words those containingshort vowel sounds.
16. From a list of written words, the learner will identify those that

have the same long vowel sound.
17. The learner will identify from words given orally or from pictures

of objects those that begin with a given written consonant blend.18. Given a word orally with a final consonant blend, the learner will
identify from a list of written words those with the same final conso-
nant blend as the given word.

19. The learner will identify the simple words making up a compound word.
20. Given known words or phrases, the learner will locate them in a given

reading selection.
21. Given a known word, the learner will identify its definition.
22. The learner will identify from given written words those containing

long vowel sounds.
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23. Given pairs of written words, the learner will identify those con-
taining the same diphthong sound and those containing different
diphthong sounds.

24. Given a written consonant digraph and several pictures of objects, the
learner will identify the object whose name begins with the given
digraph.

25. Given a written consonant digraph and several pictures of objects, the
learner will identify the object whose name ends with the given digraph.

26. Given a written consonant digraph and several pictures of objects, the
learner will identify the object whose name contains the given digraphs.
in the medial position.

27. Given an unknown compound word composed of familiar simple words, the
learner will identify the meaning of the Lompound.

28. Given words in random order that may be combined into compound words,
the learner will form compound words.

29. Given a sentence containing one word of a compound word, the learner
will use the context of the sentence to identify the missing part.

30. Given illustrations and sets of descriptive written words, phrases or
sentences, the learner will select the word, phrase, or sentence which
best describes each illustration.

.31. Given a written word ending with a consonant blend, the learner will
substitute other final consonant blends to create new words.

32. Given an oral word and a written consonant (single, blend, or digraph)
from that word, the learner will identify whether the consonant is in
the initial, medial, or final position.

33. The learner will complete given written words by adding the missing
single vowel, vowel digraph, or diphthong.

34. The learner will identify designated types of vowels in given written
and oral words.

35. The learner will divide given words into syllables.
36. The learner will identify the primary and secondary accented syllables

and the unaccented syllables of given words.
37. Given an unfamiliar word in context, the learner will use context

clues to identify the meaning of the word.
38. Given an incomplete sentence, the learner will complete it by iden-

tifying a word or phrase suitable to the context of the sentence.
39. Given words with similar denotation, the learner will identify the

differences in connotation or nuance.
40. The learner will choose from a list of words with similar meanings

but with different connotations or nuances the correct word to complete
a given sentence.

Group 3. SkilZs to Aid in Reading Comprehension

1. The learner
passage.

2. The learner
passage.

3. The learner
letters.

will identify the beginning of each sentence in a given

will identify the ending of each sentence in a given

will identify the meaning of punctuation marks and capital
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4. After reading a selection, the learner will answer specific questionsor find detailed information..
5. The learner will read a selection carefully to find specified infor-mation to answer specific questions.
6. Given a written contraction, the learner will identify the two wordsthat form it.
7. The learner will identify the letter(s) that the apostrophe representsin given contractions.
8. Given an abbreviation, the learner will identify the word for which itstands.
9. Given several sentences, the learner will indicate which sentences areopposite in meaning.

10. The learner will identify from a list of events or ideas those containedin a previously read selection.
11. Given a list of items or events from a familiar reading selection, thelearner will sequence them in the order of their occurrence in theselection.
12. Given a reading selection, the learner will identify key words, phrases

or passages important to the meaning of the selection.
13. After reading a given selection, the learner will identify its mainevents in proper sequence.
14. The learner will identify the main ideas and major concepts of aselection.
15. The learner will answer from memory questions about the main idea,

important facts, and general content of a selection he has read.16. The learner will paraphrase from memory a selection he has read.17. The learner will locate in a given reading selection the se:4.ence orparagraph containing its main idea.
18. The learner will identify synonyms in given pairs of words, lists ofwords, or reading selections.
19. The learner will identify antonyms in given pairs of words, lists ofwords, or reading selections.
20. Given two or more sentences, each using the same multiple-meaning wordin a different context, the learner will identify each different mean-ing of the word.
21. The learner will identify the root, prefix, or suffix of a given writtenword.
22. The learner will add a prefix or suffix to a given root word, makingappropriate spelling changes in the root when necessary.23. The learner will identify prefixed or suffixed words that mean the sameas given phrases.
24:,. The learner will identify homonyms in given pairs of words, lists ofwords, or reading selections.
25. Given a fantasy, the learner will identify events that could nothappen in real life.
26. Given sentences, the learner will identify those that are realistic andthose that are make believe.
27. Given a passage in which an emotion is conveyed, the learner will

identify the emotion described in the passage.28. Given a passage in which an emotion is conveyed, the learner will
identify the words or phrases conveying emotion.

29. The learner will identify related words or statements.



30. The learner will identify specified figures of speech in reading
selections.

31. Given an incomplete passage, the learner will select or write a sen-
tence to complete it.

32. The learner will identify correctly and incorrectly used possessives
in given phrases or sentences.

33. The learner will identify the feeling or mood conveyed by a given
selection.

34. Given a new word and the meaning of its prefix, suffix, and/or root,
the learner will identify the meaning of the new word.

35. Given class members, the learner will identify additional members in
the same class.

36. Given class members (words or statements), the learner will identify
class concepts.

37. Given class concepts, the learner will identify members belonging to
each class.

38. Given class members, the learner will identify classes to which they
belong.

39. The learner will classify data according to an identifiable rationale
or system.

40. Given a passage and a paraphrase of a statement appearing in that
passage, ':he learner will locate the original statement in the passage.

41. The learner will identify examples of literal and non-literal phrases
or sentences in given selections.

42. The learner will translate given examples of non-literal language.
43. The learner will arrange-a scrambled set of words or sentences in

logical order.
44. Given a scrambled set of sentences which make up a paragraph or

passage, the learner will arrange them in logical order.
45. The learner will describe how he would feel or what he would do if he

were a designated character in a reading selection.
46. Given a statement or passage involving cause and effect, the learner

will identify the cause and the effect.
47. The learner will answer questions about a given hypothetical situa-

tion which require him to infer information not literally or directly
stated in the situation as given.

48. Given a reading selection, the learner will identify the author's
purpose.

49. The learner will identify correct and incorrect uses of inflected
verb forms in given phrases or sentences.

50. The learner will identify correct and incorrect uses of comparatives
and superlatives in given written phrases and sentences.

51. The learner will give his opinion concerning a current event or issue
about which he has read.

52. Given a reading selection, the learner will state whether it is
relatively biased or unbiased.

53. The learner will identify the missing element in a given analogy.
54. Given a selection containing facts and conclusions drawn from those

facts, the learner will explain whether or not the facts warrant the
conclusions.

55. The learner will identify in a given article or editorial the author's
opinions and one or more reasons or statements on which each opinion
is based.


